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Our Aims

• To develop a life long 
love of reading

• Develop independent 
reading and 
comprehension skills



Reading develops many important skills, 
including:
- Enhancing imagination and creativity
- Developing empathy
- Improving concentration
- Discovering new vocabulary
- Building a greater knowledge of the world

Reading is at the heart of our curriculum at 
school.



Reading in School  
The Teaching of Reading

•Phonics
•Shared reading

•Whole class guided reading (TfR)
•Independent reading

•Reading across the curriculum
•Class novels and stories

    



Reading rope



My child’s reading journey

Your child has been 
learning their set 1 
sounds since starting 
in Reception.

Learning the sounds 
that these letters make 
is the first step in 
learning to read. 

Set 1 Sounds



How to pronounce the Set 1 Sounds



Blending

The next step of the reading journey is learning to blend. 

To help teach blending, we use Fred 
the frog. Fred only talks in sounds 
which we call “Fred Talk”. 



Encouraging oral blending

A good way to encourage oral 
blending with your child is using it 
round the house with simple CVC 
(consonant, vowel, consonant) words. 

“Can you pick up your c - u - p?”
“Where is your b - a - g?”
“Can you put it in the b - i - n?”
“I can see the s - u - n”



Blending written words

As your child becomes more confident at orally blending, the next step 
is to blend written words. 

We use flashcards with CVC words and encourage children to use “Fred 
Talk” to sound out the words.



Green words = words we can “Fred Talk”



Red words 

There are some words that we cannot blend using “Fred talk”. This is 
due to the sounds in the word making different sounds to normal eg.

We call these words red words. We teach the children “you can’t Fred a 
red” and these words are words that we have to memorise by sight. 



Red words = words we can’t “Fred Talk”



Ditty sheets

Once your child is able to blend, 

the next step is Ditty sheets. These allow 

children to apply the reading skills they have

learnt so far.

Ditty sheets contain:

● Set 1 sounds
● CVC words (green words)
● Red words 
● Simple phrases putting these together



Ditty sheets - how can I help?

- Encourage your child to read their sounds, 

green words, red words and ditty sentences.

- Point to the words with your finger (or a lolly

stick like we do at school - we call this ‘The Stick

Of Power'). 

- Encourage your child to ‘try again’ if they

make any errors with their blending.



What is next?

When your child is learning ditty sheets, they will begin to be taught 
‘special friends’.

Special friends are when two letters make one sound.



Special friends

Your child will be encouraged to look for special friends in words, 
before they ‘Fred talk’ them.

Teacher: “Special friends”

Child: “sh”

Teacher: “Fred Talk”

Child: “w-i-sh, wish”



Top tips to help my child at home
- Speak to your child’s teacher for additional support to help teach any set 

1 sounds they are not yet secure with. Your child’s teacher may have 
shared this with you at parents evening.

- Try some oral blending at home eg. ‘Please pass me the p-e-n’
- Try blending some simple CVC words using “Fred Talk”.
- Listen to your child read their ditty sheet (when they bring one home).
- Read other stories to your child each night before bed.
- Visit Rose Hill Library and help foster a love of reading in your home.
- Visit the Britannia website - Curriculum - RWI for additional information.



Reading at Home



How do we foster a love of reading at school?

• Daily T4R story time sessions 

• Talk4Writing - teaching children to tell stories and eventually 
start to write their own

• Read Write Inc - teaching children to read

• Weekly school library visits and class library sessions

Opportunities for the children to choose and share stories 
independently from class story corners



How can I foster a love of reading at home?

- Read to your child every day - make
 it special bonding time with your child.

- Take your child to the library 
(Rose Hill Library is our local library).

- Encourage your child to read as they start to bring 
resources/books home.



If your child reads at 

home, log it on boom 

reader to complete the 

Reception Reading 

Challenge!

Reading Challenge Reception
1 Review per week to complete



Log  and review these shared 
stories  on Boom Reader 
only pupils can review.



There can be few better ways to improve pupils 
chances in school, or beyond in the wider world, 
than to enable them to become truly 
independent readers

Reading is all about acquiring meaning; 
for enjoyment, information 
and understanding

Creating a love of reading in children 
is potentially one of the most powerful 
ways of impacting on academic standards 
in school

The Power of Reading!
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