
Year 1 Reading Meeting



Reading is at the heart of our curriculum at school.

Reading develops many important skills, 
including:
- Enhancing imagination and creativity
- Developing empathy
- Improving concentration
- Discovering new vocabulary
- Building a greater knowledge of the world





How do we foster a love of reading at school?

- Daily story time sessions 

- Talk4Writing - teaching children
to tell stories and eventually start to write 

their own

- Read Write Inc - teaching children to read

- Weekly library visits



How can I foster a love of reading at home?

- Read to your child every day - make
it special bonding time with your child.

- Take your child to the library 
(Rose Hill Library is our local library).

- Encourage your child to read the 
books that they bring home.



My child’s reading journey so far …

Children are taught to read through a process called Phonics.

The phonics approach we use at Britannia is called: 

Children at Britannia from Reception - Year 2 are taught phonics 
sessions on a daily basis. 



My child’s reading journey so far …

In reception, your child will have been taught their set 1 sounds:

This is the first step in learning to read.



Most children in Year 1 will now be learning ‘special friends’. These are two 
letters that make one sound:

Special friends



There are many special friends that 

your child will learn in Year 1.

Each sound has a picture to help them

remember the sounds more easily eg.

ay - May I play?

ee - What can you see?

Special friends





The children use these ‘special friends’ to help them with their blending. 

We teach children to identify the special friends first when sounding out a 
word. 

We encourage the children to talk in ‘Fred Talk’ to help them.

Blending



When your child brings home their RWI books, if they are struggling to read 
a word, encourage them to use these skills:

Applying these skills to reading books 

Adult: “Special friends?”
Child: “sh”
Adult: “Fred talk”
Child: “w-i-sh - wish”

Adult: “Special friends?”
Child: “ai”
Adult: “Fred talk”
Child: “p-ai-n-t - paint”

wish

paint



Phonics screening

In June, Year 1 children across the country complete an 

assessment to check their phonic knowledge. 

They will be asked to read 40 words on a one to one basis with the class 
teacher.

Children will be asked to use 

their phonics strategies to read a 

list of real words and ‘alien’ words. 





Alien words

Alien words are pseudowords - made up words. 

These words contain sounds that the children have been taught in their RWI 
lessons.

Alien words are important, so children have a

strategy to read any word, even those that are unfamiliar to them.





Frequently asked questions:

Is this a compulsory assessment?

Yes, it is a statutory requirement for all schools to carry out the screening check.

All year 1 pupils must take part in the phonics screening check.

When will the screening check take place?

In the week beginning Monday 8th June 2026.

How will my child complete the screening check?

On a one-to-one basis with their class teacher. They can take as long as they need to complete the 
check.



Frequently asked questions:
How many marks does my child need to pass the phonics screening check?

The passmark has been 32/40, but this may change.

When will I find out my child’s mark?

Your child’s phonics screening mark will be in their end of year report on a separate 
document.

What happens if my child does not pass the phonics screening check?

Children will retake the assessment in Year 2.



How to help your child at home:

Your child is being prepared for the phonics screening check through their 
daily RWI lessons. 

During these lessons, your child will read a mixture of real words and alien 
words from flashcards. 

Your child may also be receiving some additional intervention on a one-to-
one basis with a teaching assistant in the afternoons. 



Sample materials are available on the education.gov.uk website. 

Below is an example from the 2023 Phonics Screening Test. All papers from previous years are available on the 
government website.

How to help your child at home:
1. Practise some past papers at home

real wordsalien words



How to help your child at home:
2. Practise recognising ‘special friends’

Copies of the sound mat are available for you 
to take home at the end of the meeting. 

You can help your child practice by:

- Pointing to the sound and getting your 
child to say the rhyme* eg ‘ow - blow 
the snow’ 

*Your child may not know all these sounds yet.

- Time your child for a minute and see 
how many sounds they can remember.



How to help your child at home:
3. Try some fun phonics games online

- Phonics Play
- Phonics Bloom
- TopMarks



How to help your child at home:
4. Practise some interventions at home



How to help your child at home:
Please check your child’s book bag regularly for their RWI book (which 
changes every 3 days) and support your child by reading this at home.

Reading daily with your child is the key to them making progress!



How to help your child at home:
Please check your child’s bag for any reading interventions that could 
support them further:

Your child’s class teacher is always on hand and able to answer any 
questions regarding your child’s reading journey. 



Thanks for listening! 
Any questions, please let us know :)

Please take some resources away with you 
to support your child with their reading.
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