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The Britannia Curriculum 

Concepts

● What are they?

● Why are we doing them?

● How we implement them across our school 



The Britannia Curriculum 

Concepts
What are they?

● A set of concepts that are followed in each subject from 

Years 1-6 with clear links to our EYFS curriculum.

● They enable us to track learning in these key concepts 

across the school.

● They are represented by symbols.

● A different set of symbols for each subject.



The Britannia Curriculum 

Concepts
Why are we doing them?

Our subject Leaders have an excellent knowledge 

of their subject progression, as they have designed 

our long term plans, the next step is to make this 

explicit to the children, through teaching using the 

concepts. 



The Britannia Curriculum 

Concepts
Why are we doing them?

The national curriculum is knowledge based and 

we need to ensure that the our children can see the 

links in the knowledge they have learned from one 

year to the next in order to develop and progress. 

Using our concepts will help them with transferring 

this knowledge from their working memory to their 

long-term memory.



The Britannia Curriculum 

Concepts
Why are we doing them?

The theory behind this is linked to the work of Chris 

Quigley and his research based approach. A model to 

show how repetition and knowledge are essential to the 

retention of learning is on the following slide.



Example taken from Chris Quigley 



Britannia curriculum planned by our 

Subject Leaders

The National Curriculum content

Britannia 

Curriculum 

Concepts

Progression 

skills for 

Years 1 and 2 

mapped out 

by Subject 

Leaders

Progression 

skills for 

Years 5 and 6 

mapped out 

by Subject 

Leaders

Progression 

skills for 

Years 3 and 4 

mapped out 

by Subject 

Leaders



Using this model means:
● Our curriculum aims at the end of each year group are 

clear (the progression of knowledge and skills).

● The bigger picture for where the children are coming from 

and what we want them to achieve is clear. 

● Children are then assessed against these skills termly to 

identify gaps in learning, which will inform further 

planning.



Improving outcomes
In order for children’s learning to progress, it is necessary 

for repetition to occur:

● From lesson to lesson - retrieval quiz, low stakes

● From block to block - recap and mini quiz (concepts)

● From year to year - revisit (concepts)

Therefore, our Britannia Curriculum Concepts are a set of 

threads that run through each subject from 

Years 1-6, with strong links into our 

EYFS curriculum.



Example:
Geography Unit of Learning 

e.g. Year 1 African Adventure

To achieve successful outcomes we need to achieve the skills 

e.g. Human and Physical Geography, fieldwork, locational knowledge, place 

knowledge. 

We need to strengthen understanding in these key 

areas with knowledge (our Britannia Curriculum Concepts)

e.g. human features, physical features, techniques (maps) 



Example:
Geography Unit of Learning 

e.g. Y6 Isle of Wight

To achieve successful outcomes we need to achieve the skills 

e.g. Human and Physical Geography, fieldwork, locational knowledge, place 

knowledge. 

We need to strengthen understanding in these key 

areas with knowledge (our Britannia Curriculum Concepts)

e.g. human features, physical features, techniques (maps) 



Referring back to concepts -

History example 

Year 1 - Toys 

Year 3 – Egyptians

Year 5 – World War 2

Focus on toys from the past, using toys as primary source 

evidence. Children explore the toys and discuss how toys 

have changed based on our knowledge of our own toys.

In Year 1, we examined toys to help us learn about what 

toys were like in the past because they were primary 

sources. Now we are going to explore some Egyptian 

primary sources to see what historians have discovered 

about the Egyptian civilisation. 

In Years 1 and 3 we learned about toys and the 

Egyptians by exploring primary sources. Now we are 

going to use some varied primary sources from WW2. 

What do you think these sources tell historians about the 

war?



Referring back to concepts -

DT example

Year 2 – Catapult for a knight

Year 4 – Lighthouses

Year 6 – Fairground rides

Focus on basic measuring and cutting skills using tools 

safely to create a simple structure for our catapult. 

In Year 2, we used tools to create a simple structure. Now 

we are going to use those accurate measuring and cutting 

skills to create a frame that will fasten to our junk model 

base and hold an electrical circuit for a lightbulb.

In Years 2 and 4, we learned about how to make simple 

structure and frame with tools and accurate measuring. 

Now we are going to use those skills to design and build a 

solid fairground ride structure that can encase an 

electrical circuit for a moving part (cam).



The Britannia Curriculum 

Concepts
Implementation

It is essential that the Britannia Curriculum 

Concepts are used throughout the school and 

therefore, they have become integral to our daily 

teaching of science and the foundation curriculum.



What are the Britannia Curriculum 

Concepts for each subject?
We have developed Britannia Curriculum Concepts for Science, Geography, History, Art, DT, RE, PE, 

French, Music, Computing, RSHE and Forest School. Examples:

Geography

History

Art

DT



The Bigger Picture
In order to map out which 

concepts have been taught in 

each year group and through 

which themes, we have 

developed concept maps. 



The Concept Skills
The skills associated with these concepts come 

directly from the National Curriculum. The 

knowledge is from our Britannia curriculum, 

designed by our curriculum team of subject leaders. 



How does this look on a Long Term 

Plan?



How does this look on a Medium Term 

Plan?



How does this look on a Knowledge 

Organiser?
Our knowledge 

organisers include the 

Curriculum Concepts 

so children can see 

how they directly link 

to their learning in any 

particular unit of work.  



What Next?
● We have been using the Britannia Curriculum Concepts in school since 

September 2020. Although the initial implementation was impeded by periods 

of lockdown, we have now had one complete school year of teaching using 

the curriculum concepts. 

● The concepts are used by teachers to inform their long term and medium 

term planning. 

● Children see the concepts on a daily basis, included in their teacher’s 

modelling, displayed around the classroom, copied onto teaching resources 

and on subject display boards in central locations around the school.

● The full impact of our science and foundation subject curriculum will be most 

noticeable as we revisit subjects, during block teaching within the academic 

year and in future years as children’s retention of knowledge and skills 

becomes evident. 



Further Information

These slides provide the rationale behind the 

Britannia Curriculum Concept approach. Further 

information regarding curriculum coverage and 

teaching can be found under the ‘Curriculum’ tab on 

our school website. If you would like any further 

information regarding our curriculum, please 

contact our school office. 


